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PROCEEDINGS AND TRANSACTIONS 

OF 

THE KILKENNY AND SOUTH-EAST OF IRELAND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 

FOR THE YEAR 1854. 



Annual General Meeting, held at the Society's Apartments, 
Patrick-street, Kilkenny, on Wednesday, January 18th (by 
adjournment from the 4th), 1854, 

Patrick Watters, Esq., A. M., Town Clerk of Kilkenny, 

in the Chair. 

Present, the following members : — 

The Marquis of Ormonde. Rev. James Mease. 

Robert Curtis, Esq. J. R. Phayer, Esq. 

Rev. James Graves, Hon. Sec. James G. Robertson, Esq. 

John Maher, Esq. John W. Smithwick, Esq. 

Thomas B. M'Creery, Esq. Richard Smithwick, Esq., J. P. 

The following new members were elected : — 

The Earl of Portarlington, Emo Park, Portarlington : proposed 
by Lord Clermont. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Enniskillen ; the Hon. and Vene- 
rable Archdeacon Stopford, Clonmore, Hacketstown ; the Rev. 
Richard MacDonnell, D. D., Provost of Trinity College, Dublin ; 
David William Nash, Esq., F. L. S., Barrister-at-Law, 9, Vyvyan 
Terrace, Clifton Park, Bristol; Denis Kelly, Esq., Castle Kelly, 
Mount Talbot ; Edward Hoare, Esq., 5, Waterloo-place, Cork : 
proposed by the Rev. James Graves. 

Thomas Lalor, Esq., D.L., J. P., Cregg, Carrick-on-Suir ; and 
John Wogan, Esq., Carrick-on-Suir: proposed by the Rev. Charles 
Harte, Whitechurch Glebe. 



The Rev. Constantine Cosgrave, P. P., Keash, Ballymote ; 
and John Petheram, Esq., 94, High Holborn, London: proposed 
by R. Hitchcock, Esq. 

Mr. M. P. Riordan, Christian Schools, Richmond-street, Mount- 
joy-square, Dublin: proposed by Mr. J. A. Grace. 

Stephen Kelly, Esq., Galway : proposed by Mr. John O'Daly. 

Charles Arthur Walker, Esq., Tykillen House, Kyle, Ennis- 
corthy : proposed by Herbert F. Hore, Esq. 

Patrick Vincent Eitzpatrick, Esq., 29, Eccles-street, Dublin : 
proposed by Joseph Burke, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, P. L. I. 

Henry Malcomson, Esq., C.E., Union-square, Islington, London : 
proposed by Robert Malcomson, Esq., Carlow. 

James Furniss, Esq., Wexford : proposed by Mr. Robert W. 
Carlton, New Ross. 

Alexander Nesbitt, Esq., 9, Oxford-street, London: proposed 
by Augustus Wollaston Franks, Esq., British Museum. 

Robert A. Duncan, Esq., 4, Limes Grove, Lewisham, Kent : 
proposed by Mark S. O'Shaughnessy, Esq., Gray's Inn, London. 

The Honorary Secretary then read the following Annual Re- 
port for 1853:— 

Your Committee, in rendering their account at the close of the fifth 
year of the Society's existence, feel rejoiced that they are not required to 
abate one jot of the tone of congratulation used by their predecessors. 
The year 1853 has been to the Society one of marked and gratifying pros- 
perity. 

The very large number of one hundred and thirteen new members have 
been elected during the past twelve months, whilst the loss of names from 
death and other causes has been, comparatively speaking, very small. 
The Society has, indeed, lost by death one of its warmest well-wishers, 
although not actually a member, the late Sir William Betham, Ulster 
King- at- Arms. Your Secretaries must bear testimony to the untiring 
and courteous urbanity with which every request for information was met 
by him, no less than to the kindness which threw open his extensive MS. 
collections on all occasions to their inspection. However widely many an- 
tiquaries of the present day may differ from the late Sir William Betham's 
views, all must agree in sincere regret at the loss which the science has 
sustained by his removal, and bear their willing testimony to his zeal in 
the cause of archaeological progress. Sir William's acquaintance with 
those unpublished sources of Irish history, our national records, was very 
great ; and his name will be handed down to posterity, not so much by his 
ingenious, though oftentimes wild, philological speculations, as by his able, 
but unfinished work — " The Dignities, Feudal and Parliamentary, and the 
Constitutional Legislature of the United Kingdom." 

The issue of the Transactions for 1851, which the Committee regret 
was delayed beyond its proper period by causes which it is hoped are now 
obviated, took place during the past year, thus completing the first volume 
of the Society's Transactions. The Part for 1851 extends to upwards of 
two hundred and fifty pages, illustrated by fourteen plates, and includes a 
full and accurate index to the Volume. It may be remarked that it nearly 
equals in bulk the united Transactions of 1849 and 1850, and it is believed 



does not sink below them in the interesting nature of its contents. The 
Transactions for 1852, being Part I. of Vol. II., are far advanced towards 
completion, as indicated by the sheets laid on the table. As soon as the 
latter are completed, no time will be lost in putting to press the Transac- 
tions for 1853. By a circular already in the hands of members, it will be 
seen that a change in the mode of publication is contemplated ; those who 
wish for it, by paying the small additional sum of 3s. 6d. to cover postage, 
and other expenses, will receive the proceedings of each meeting as soon 
as they can be printed. This bi-monthly issue, although, perhaps, war- 
ranted by the present flourishing condition of the Society, could not pru- 
dently be undertaken ere now, as it was heretofore necessary to ascertain 
what balance, if any, of the small income of the Society was available for 
the purposes of publication. It is hoped by your Committee that the con- 
templated arrangement will keep up amongst distant members an interest 
in the Society's proceedings, and that, with an increasing list of members, 
now close on five hundred, the step may not be an imprudent one. 

Your Committee are happy to inform you that the list of subscribers 
towards the contemplated annual volume of Original Documents is rapidly 
filling up. This gratifying result is mainly owing to the generosity of our 
noble patron, the Marquis of Ormonde, who has presented to the first 
hundred subscribers whose subscriptions were paid, the "Life of St, 
Canice," ably edited by him, from an unpublished MS. in the Burgundian 
Library, and privately printed for his Lordship by Mr. Nicol of London, 
in a style of typography of first-rate excellence. Your Secretaries are in- 
formed that only one hundred and twenty-five copies issued from the press. 
This work forms a valuable supplement to Colgan's great but incomplete 
undertaking, the " Acta Sanctorum Hibernias." 

The Library of the Society has received several donations of books, 
MSS., and plates, during the last year. The Museum also has acquired 
several interesting additions both by donation and purchase. From the 
increase in both departments, your Committee felt that some place, other 
than that so long kindly granted by the Corporation of Kilkenny, was desir- 
able for their deposit and display, and therefore, in conjunction with the 
Council of the Literary and Scientific Institution, they have taken the 
apartments in which we now meet, at a joint rent of £30 per annum, being 
£15 to each Society. It is hoped that in time the Museum thus com- 
menced will prove a credit to Kilkenny. 

The important undertaking entered on by your Committee, viz., the 
repair and sustentation of Jerpoint Abbey, has been nearly brought to 
completion, and it is most desirable that those friends to the work, who 
have not as yet contributed, should at once send in their donations, as the 
funds in hands do not by any means as yet amount to the sum due to the 
contractors, and the general resources of the Society are not at all adequate 
to supply the deficiency. 

As one of the effects of the archaeological movement in Kilkenny, your 
Committee would, with pleasure, refer to the first number of Mr. Henry 
O'Neill's magnificent work on the Ancient Crosses of Ireland. Mr. O'Neill 
is at present in London, engaged in bringing out the second number, 
which will complete the pictorial representation and description of all of 
that most interesting class of antiquities remaining in the county of Kil- 
kenny and its immediate borders. It is hoped that the work will receive 
the support it so well deserves. 



In conclusion, your Committee desire to return thanks to those gentle- 
men who have exerted themselves so strenuously in enlisting new members, 
and spreading the knowledge of the Society's objects and acts. Where so 
many have been active, it would be invidious to name a few. Your Com- 
mittee feel, that to the warm interest thus exhibited much of the prosperity 
of the Society is due; and they trust that the like exertions of its friends 
may not flag during the coming years of the Society's existence. 

The Report was unanimously adopted by the meeting. 

The Eev. James Graves, Acting Treasurer, then brought up the 
Accounts of the Society for the past year, as under : — 
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1854. 



Jan. 1. To balance from last year's account, . . 
303 subscriptions for 1853, at 5s. each, 
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49 
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do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



arrears for 1849, at 55. each, 
do. 1850, at 5s. each, 

do. 1851, at 5s. each, 
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to Annual Volume for 1853. 
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Dec. 31. By postage of books, circulars, and general cor- 
respondence, 11 

Illustrations for the Transactions of 1851, . . 5 

do. do. 1852, . . 16 

do. do. 1853, . . 8 

do. do. 1854, . . 4 

Printing and binding Transactions for 1851, . 77 

Fuel, 1 

Messengers and attendance at meetings, ... 
Stationery and general printing of forms and 

circulars, 10 

Commission to agents, 2 

Rent of apartments, half year ending Septem- 
ber 29, 1853, 7 

Carriage of parcels, 2 

Sundries, viz.: — 

By Purchase of Silver Ring-Money, .080 
,, other Antiquities, . . . 13 
„ Books, 4 15 8 

Gratuity to Housekeeper of Tholsel, . 10 

Removal of Museum from Tholsel 

Rooms, i.070 

Petty cash, 088 
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The Committee and Officers of the former year were then unani- 
mously re-elected as under:— 

president: 
The Very Reverend Charles Vignoles, D. D., Dean of Ossory. 

vice-presidents: 

The Worshipful the Mayor of Kilkenny. 
The High Sheriff of the County of Kilkenny. 
The High Sheriff of the City of Kilkenny. 

committee : 

James S. Blake, Esq., J. P., Barrister-at-Law, Ballynemona, Thomastown, 

Kev. John Browne, LL.D., Principal, Kilkenny College. 

Joseph Burke, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, P.L.I. 

Samson Carter, Jun., Esq., C.E., M.E. LA. 

Kev. Luke Fowler, A. M., Prebendary of Aghour. 

The Very Eev. E. N. Hoare, D. D., Dean of Waterford. 

Herbert F. Hore, Esq., Pole Hore, Wexford. 

John James, Esq., L. E. C. S. I ., Kilkenny. 

Kev. Philip Moore, E.C.C., Eosbercon. 

Matthew O'Donnell, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Kilkenny. 

Eev. John Quin, P.P., Lisdowney, Ballyragget. 

John Windele, Esq., Cork. 

The following presentations were received, and thanks ordered 
to be given to the donors : — 

By John Green, Esq., M.P. for the county of Kilkenny: "The 
Antiquities of Shropshire," by the Kev. R. W. Eyton, 1853, Vol. I. 
part 1. 

By the Royal Irish Academy: their " Proceedings," Vol. V. 
parts 2 and 3. 

By the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire: their " Pro- 
ceedings and Papers," Session V. 1852-53. 

By the Cambridge Antiquarian Society: their "Report and 
Communications." 8vo. series, No. 3. 

By the Cambrian Archaeological Society : the " Archaeologia 
Cambrensis," No. 16. 

By the Publisher : « The Builder," Nos. 561 to 571, both inclu- 
sive. 

By the Publisher: " The Medical Circular," No. 72. 

By the Rev. John L. Irwin, rector of Thomastown : a portion 
of a very beautiful MS. Missal, apparently of the fourteenth cen- 
tury. The initial letters had been all illuminated, some of them in 
gold combined with the most vivid colours ; the MS. was accom- 
panied by a letter enclosing some of the initial letters which had 
been cut out by the " young Goths" to whose tender mercies it had 
been committed. 



Mr. Irwin says : — 

"I send you for the Archaeological Socjety the fragments — sibyl-leaves- 
like, of what was in olden time a beautifully illuminated manuscript book, 
a missal, I think. It will, or ought to be, a recruiting officer for the So- 
ciety, and make many join your ranks, for most visitors of the Museum 
will exclaim on seeing it, ' what a pity !' and perhaps agree with me in 
thinking that if the squire of the parish in which it was found, or the 
clergyman, doctor, or any respectable person, was an archaeologist, the 
book would not have been thrown as a plaything to children, to be torn 
to pieces, and in that state discovered by a friend of mine, who, knowing 
my fancy for such things, kindly gave it to me. It was found a few 
months since built up in the wall of a very old house in the parish of 
Asprington, near Totness. I also send you a tile I picked up last 
summer from a heap of rubbish in one of the aisles of Fountains Abbey, 
Yorkshire." 

The names of St. Cedde and St. David have been inserted in 
the calendar in a handwriting, temp. Henry VI. Mr. Irwin's dona- 
tion attracted the admiration of the members present. 

By Mr. John Dunne, Garryricken, an Irish tract entitled 
"Blaithfleasg na Milsean, Cnuasaighthe o Chaoin-Laoidhthe 
Cheart-Bhaird na Heirion,' , Carrick-on-Suir, 1816. Mr. Dunne 
accompanied his donation by the following observations : — 

"I beg to direct the attention of the Society to a class of men who stood 
conspicuous amongst the peasantry in bygone days, but who, like the few 
remaining oak trees of our ancient forests, have gradually fallen away, one 
after another, until scarcely one can be met with in these our days — at 
least, in the rural districts within the sphere of my acquaintance. Those 
men, generally Irish poets themselves, were remarkable as possessing 
strong intellects, energy of expression, a love of romance, and all the other 
traits of character so peculiar to the old Celtic race. Some of those men 
were poets by nature, unrefined by education ; but Irish bards, otherwise 
untaught and unlettered, have composed original poems and songs, very 
' racy of the soil,' and seldom faulty in metre or measure. In my humble 
opinion, a chapter devoted to the biographies, and to a catalogue of the 
poems and songs of persons of this description in the county of Kilkenny, 
and districts bordering thereon, would be interesting, and deserves the 
attention of the Society. Another remarkable feature to be found in the 
character of those fileadha and seanchuidhe was an early love of travelling 
through the island for the purpose of obtaining a thorough knowledge of 
the Irish language, becoming personally acquainted with all the poets and 
rural antiquaries of the kingdom, and finally returning home to their own 
districts loaded with a bulky satchel of old Irish MSS. to be the solace of 
their declining years. This travelling disposition the peasantry designate 
pic an mcleacc, i. e. the race, or running of the intellects. Speaking 
of John Mac Walter Walsh, the bard of the Walsh Mountains, I have fre- 
quently heard persons say, cuai6 p6 aip pic an mcleacc. In like 
manner did William Meagher, the humble individual whom I am now 
about to introduce to the notice of the Society, set out at an early age 
from the ' flags of Coolaugh,' his native place, on a literary excursion 



through the hospitable counties of Munster, and return home after an ab- 
sence of several years, loaded, both internally and externally, with all the 
Fenian lore of the province. He resided at this time in Killamory, where 
he soon acquired the reputation of being the best Irish scholar of the day 
in this part of the south of Ireland. Contemporary with him was Mr. 
O'Neill, of Owning, in the county of Kilkenny, who was popularly known 
in these localities for his learning, erudition, and antiquarian turn of mind> 
and in him William Meagher found an ardent approver of his favourite 
scheme of publishing in one volume his large collection of Ossianic poems, 
and thereby preserving them from oblivion. At Belline, William Meagher 
found further encouragement, for its respected proprietor, Peter Walsh, 
Esq., at once forwarded the project by all means in his power, as did also 
Mr. Henry White, of the parish of Grangemockler, and all the respectable 
farmers of Sliabh Dile and Kumshena, each of whom subscribed the sum of 
five shillings towards the publication of the work in parts. A decent look- 
ing and intelligent farmer named Lahey, — residing at Kiletlea, at the foot 
of Sliabh-na-m-ban, and who surprised me by repeating from memory 
some of the longest of the dialogues between St. Patrick and Ossian — states 
that in his opinion several of the old people of Cloran have still safely pre- 
served some of the works of another local seanchuidhe, Walsh of the Three 
Bridges, near Carrick-on-Suir, and that he heard him read Laoi na mnd 
moipe cap leap, and other Irish poems, one Sunday morning in a house 
at Cloneen, on which occasion he was handed thirty shillings by a few 
farmers who were present, towards defraying the expenses of publishing 
that and the other Fenian tales in Irish verse. ' The poem of the Great 
Woman who came over the sea' is the name generally given to ' the Chase 
of Glean- a-smoil,' both orally and in MS. Now, is it not somewhat re- 
markable, that this was the first poem the local antiquaries had selected 
for publication ; and does not this circumstance naturally give rise to the 
inference that it was so selected as having immediate reference to their own 
valley, bearing as it did, the name of Glean- a-smoil, from time immemorial ? 
After a long and persevering search, I have at length succeeded, through 
the kindness of Mr. Patrick O'Shea, of Coolhill, in making out the first 
part or number, published by Meagher, and containing, after a lengthened 
preface, the said poem on the Chase of Glean-a-smoil. It is, I believe, the 
first printed copy of that celebrated Chase, and in it will be found the name 
of Sliabh-na-m-ban, thereby agreeing with Irish MSS. from which I have 
already quoted in my Fenian traditions of Sliabh-na-m-ban, and clearly 
showing that the ' Island of the Inch,' in the poem, was contiguous to 
said mountain. I think it would be hard to find a parallel to the effort 
made by the rural antiquaries of this quarter of the county of Kilkenny 
in the beginning of the present century; they attempted to preserve from 
oblivion an interesting portion of the matters your Society is now engaged 
in preserving, and in my humble opinion, every fragment of the fruits of 
their labour that can be collected deserves the attention of the Society. 
Peter Walsh, Esq., of Belline, to whom it is dedicated, was uncle to John 
Walsh, Esq., J. P., of Fanningstown. The dedicatory epistle speaks highly 
of Mr. Peter Walsh's taste and attainments as a gentleman and a scholar, 
and of his patronage of the fine arts. The preface is lengthy and elaborate] 
showing the Irish scholar, antiquary, and linguist. The Irish title means, 

B 
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'the Garland of Honey Flowers, culled from the writings of the most 
eminent Bards of the Kingdom.' William Meagher composed an Irish 
song on the occasion of the nuptials of John Butler, Earl of Ormonde. A 
farmer named Direen tells me that, when a boy, he had often heard his 
father chant it at the fireside, but regrets, as I also do, that he did not 
commit it to memory during his father's lifetime. Direen recollects having 
heard another Irish song by said Meagher for some member of the noble 
house of Ormonde, as also Irish songs on other subjects." 

By Edward Hoare, Esq., Cork, several lithographs of a unique 
silver penannular brooch in his collection. The donation was accom- 
panied by the following observations : — 

" Attracted by the Exhibition last year, I was resident all the summer 
and autumn in Dublin, occasionally making little tours, during one of 
which, in August, I met with this beautiful and interesting relic. It was 
discovered during the latter part of the month of June, 1853, in removing 
a large mound of earth, evidently the remains of a tumulus, for the pur- 
pose of ' top-dressing' a field. The brooch shortly after fell into the hands 
of an ignorant and Gothic watchmaker, who, not knowing what it was, or 
even of what metal it was composed, for it was almost quite black, with a 
very beautiful encrusted oxide, broke the pin-portion into three parts, and 
took out the ambers, supposing, them to be valuable jewels. Shortly after, 
I luckily came across it, and purchased it; he in the meantime, and, as it 
proved, to my cost, having found out what it had been in ' days of yore,' 
else it would have probably gone to the melting-pot. Since then I have 
had the pin carefully repaired, and the ambers reset. The ornamentation 
of the wolves' heads (for I believe them to be such, having compared them 
accurately, and, in company of a few friends, with several of those animals 
in the Zoological Gardens in the Phoenix Park, Dublin) is, if so, of very 
great interest. I am not aware whether wolves' heads are to be found as 
an ornamentation on any other Irish object of the same, or an early period. 
Indeed, I rather believe not; but we well know, all through the annals of 
Ireland, that the entire island was altogether overrun with wolves — that 
frequently, and almost constantly, very large rewards were offered for their 
destruction ; and the Irish wolf-dog, used for the purpose of their exter- 
mination, but now supposed to be extinct, is also well known. Indeed, I 
believe it was not until within the last two centuries or so, that the Irish 
wolf was totally exterminated. Can we therefore be astonished that the 
representation of an animal so well known and dreaded (witness the ser- 
pent-ornamentation in example and confirmation thereof) should not also 
be made the subject of ornamentation and if so, it may perhaps in some 
measure assist us in proving that the opus Hibernicum was really and in 
fact the work of Irish artificers. This is a subject which has been, and still 
is, much queried, doubted, and questioned, and I therefore wish this brooch 
to be more known and made use of, in arguing the subject. A relative of 
my own is inclined to think, in consequence of the amber, that it may be 
of Scandinavian workmanship, and that the heads may be those of the 
Norse whale or seal. This I cannot say, as I am not skilled in zoology, 
neither do I exactly know the appearance of that animal ; however, I think 
it only right to mention the conjecture. I fancy also the arrangement of 
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the heads has been derived or borrowed from the trefoil or shamrock — Ire- 
land's national emblem — though perhaps this supposition may be consi- 
dered as somewhat doubtful. The brooch itself is one of great rarity, and 
the more so in silver, very few only being known to exist in that metal. 
They are more known in bronze, and the celebrated Tara brooch is com- 
posed chiefly of white bronze. The penannular formation, with the long 
acus, has been generally considered as peculiar to Ireland or Scotland, 
though an example or two have been found in England. The workman- 
ship of this brooch, as may be seen by the accompanying lithograph, is 
very elegant, and the ornamentation has been most cleverly executed : the 
back portion is quite plain. The silver is much alloyed, and from its long 
burial in the earth has become quite brittle. As to its age, or even the 
probable time of its formation, I shall not here dare to speak. That I leave 
for the investigation of abler antiquaries, and for those more versed in the 
antiquities of Ireland, who approach subjects in the spirit of true inquiry 
and study, rejecting all mere moonshine visionary ideas, and the too often 
fabulous and ridiculous so-called traditions, which have only tended hi- 
therto to make the antiquities of Ireland a bugbear and a laughing-stock, 
and ultimately rejected ; — I merely record the remarks andfacts with which 
I am acquainted — the theories regarding them I leave for future inquiry. 
The spot in which this brooch was discovered is in the county of Galway, 
about three miles from the town of Galway, in a south-easterly direction : 
I have therefore termed it the Galway brooch. It has been considered as 
one of the most interesting and valuable of those rare and beautiful relics 
hitherto discovered, for while the ornamentation of some of them consists of 
unknown, nondescript, and heterogeneous animals — mere creatures of the 
imagination — here, on this brooch, is the head of a well-known and much- 
feared, and, I might indeed almost truly add, a national animal, once and 
long the plague and pest of Ireland. The lithographic engraving of the 
brooch, which is a perfect fac-simile of the original, has been very neatly 
executed by Mr. O'Driscol, of Cork." 

By Dr. Keating, of Callan, a large whqt-stone, measuring two 
feet long by nine inches wide, and about three and a half inches 
thick ; the sides and angles of the stone were worn into deep hollows 
by the sharpening, apparently, of knives, and one side exhibited two 
grooves sunk by the rubbing of some pointed instrument thereon. 
The stone was of a hard gritty nature, and could only have been 
used to give a fine edge. Also, by Dr. Keating, an ancient horse- 
shoe. The donor accompanied the articles by the following com- 
munication : — 

" Some weeks since the duties of my profession brought me to the 
eastern slopes of Sliabh-na-m-ban. Chance would so have it (though only 
at daybreak), that I met a respectable and highly intelligent farmer, Mr. 
Patrick Hanrahan, of Tinlough, who insisted on my partaking of his hos- 
pitality after my night's fatigue at the bed of suffering. On entering Mr. 
Hanrahan' s house, I observed at the door a curiously shaped stone, and on 
his observing that my attention was drawn to it, he immediately gave me 
its history, which is this : — In one of his fields, and not far removed from 
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the ruins of the ancient church of Grangemockler (by the by, one of the 
walls of which show it to be very ancient indeed), a large heap of stones 
lay from time immemorial. Being an improving man, he came to the 
determination of removing them to some other locality, and on moving 
them he found the entire calcined or rather burnt, and amongst them the 
stone in question, untouched by fire. On looking closely at this stone, he 
found it to be a sharpening stone, with two grooves worn on its surface ; 
whilst the sides evidently had been used to sharpen some instruments, 
either warlike or otherwise, as the case may be. I have secured the stone 
for the Archaeological Society, and now forward it for the Museum. It 
would be presumptuous of me to offer any opinions of my own, but I am 
strongly impressed with the idea that the burnt stones formed, at some 
early period, one of those roasting pits to which Keating alludes in his 
* History of Ireland,' and that the stone was used by the then inhabitants 
of that mountain tract (tradition says a famous hunting-ground in former 
days) to sharpen their weapons, either for war or the chase; nay, I farther 
believe, that the incisions on the stone point out clearly that one of them 
at least was used to point the celts, or perhaps arrow or spear-heads, so as 
to render them fit for the purposes intended. 

" Some fifteen years ago, some improvements were made in the line of the 
ancient walls and fosse or ditch (called to this day the Clee-more, by the 
good people of Callan : I fear my spelling of the word is faulty). At the 
particular spot in ancient days stood one of the town gates ; in excavating 
here to lower the street, at a depth of eight or ten feet, a quantity of rust- 
eaten sword blades, pikes, &c, was found, as well as several horse-shoes. 
The labourers attached no importance to them, and a smith's forge hap- 
pening to be near the place at the time, such pieces of metal, iron, or steel, 
as could be rendered useful by him were accordingly worked up (actually 
converting the sword into a pruning-hook) — when almost at the last mo- 
ment I was informed of the matter. I repaired to the smithy, and, sad to 
say, only arrived in time to save one horse-shoe ; this I have, and it may 
be that some interest would be attached to it by reason of the following 
facts. Callan, as all are aware, was in former times a fortified place. We 
know that Cromwell took some days to reduce it. Tradition says that his 
cannon were planted at the southern end of our fair-green, to batter down 
this identical gate and wall in question, and it may be that at this point 
the struggle lay between the contending forces ; certain it is, that at it 
were found the remains of warlike instruments, the bones of horses, &c. ; 
also the bones of men, all intermingled. Within a few years a tasteless 
potentate, yclept the sovereign of Callan, ruthlessly levelled a mound on 
our fair-green, called Cromwell's Moat. I believe, indeed no doubt can 
exist, that here his artillery were placed. This mound was about two 
hundred yards south of the gate or fosse in which the remains were found. 
The horse-shoe in question is small (perhaps much oxidized), but its 
size and seemingly rude make would almost incline a person to think it 
belonged at one time to the foot of some small horse, used by the Irish 
of those days. 

" I wish to ask one or two questions in connexion with Callan and its 
neighbourhood. 

" 1 st. In West-street, in Callan, an old castle still stands, called in an- 
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cient documents, Skerry's Castle. Is anything known of a family of that 
name having existed in this locality ? 

" 2nd. Tradition says, that on Cromwell taking this town, this old 
castle held out, and that its defenders, as well as those who took shelter in 
it, were only subdued by being scalded to death. 1 And farther in proof 
of such being the fact, its late proprietor, Dr. Butler, of this town, in dig- 
ging deeply in the garden at its rere, came on an immense quantity of 
human bones (these I saw myself). Is the story founded on any fact that 
the members of the ArchaBological Society know of ? 

" 3rd. About two miles west from this town, a small bridge exists, or 
rather two bridges, spanning two small streams, feeders of the King's 
River. The stream divides Kilkenny and Tipperary, and Leinster and 
Munster. The bridge itself is called Carabine Bridge. A late learned man 
of this town, Mr. Humphrey O' Sullivan, a good Irish scholar, an excellent 
philologist, historian, and mathematician, always informed me that it should 
be called the Bridge of Chariots (Dryhed~na-Girdba — I am sure to be 
faulty in either writing or pronouncing the latter name, not being conver- 
sant with Irish). In the immediate neighbourhood of this bridge exists a 
certain field, in which, as late as thirty years ago, at each time of its being 
ploughed up a large quantity of rusted sword blades and other warlike in- 
struments were turned up (O'Sullivan saw these himself). Is there any 
record of a battle having been fought in that locality, on the stream divid- 
ing the boundaries of the parishes of Callan and Modeshill ?" 2 

By the Rev. J. Handcock Scott, a small weight of queen Anne's 

" Standard of Ireland," found near Seirkieran, in the King's County. 

Mr. Curtis exhibited a letter of the seventeenth century, addressed 

to an ancestress of his, by her father ; it was quite a curiosity of 

penmanship. 

1 Cromwell, in his Despatch to the the Earls of Ormonde and Desmonde, 
Parliament of England, dated 15th Fe- the Prior of Kilmainham, divers cap- 
bruary, 1649-50, describes the taking tains and men of war from Meath, 
of Callan as follows : — "The enemy had and the burgesses of Kilkenny under 
possessed three Castles in the Town, one their sovereign, John Croker, hearing 
of them belonging to one Butler, very of the depredations of the insurgents 
considerable, the other two had about — " they rode with all speed unto the 
Onehundredor One hundred and twenty towne of Callan, and there incountering 
men in them, which he (Colonel Rey- with the aduersaries, manfullie put them 
nolds) attempted, and they refusing to flight, slue O'Kerroll and eight hun- 
Conditions seasonably offered, were put dred others. There went a tale, and 

all to the Sword Butler's Castle beleeued of manie, that the sun stood 

was delivered upon Conditions for all to still for a space that daie, till the Eng- 

march away, leaving their arms behind lishmen had ridden six miles ; so much 

them." — A Letter from the Lord Lieu- was it thought that God fauoured the 

tenant, 8fc. London, 1649, p. 6 — Ens. English part in this enterprise, if we 

2 This may perhaps be the site of the shall beleeue it." — Stanihurst, apudHo- 
battle between the English, under Sir linshed, p. 74, first edition. This was 
Stephen Scroope, Lord Deputy, and the in the year 1407. Croker 's Cross, one 
insurgent Burkeens and O'Carrols, who of the ancient ornaments of Kilkenny, 
for two days had been wasting the county was erected in commemoration of this 
of Kilkenny. The Lord Deputy, and victory Eds. 
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Mr. Robertson exhibited some architectural prints. 

The Secretary laid on the table the prospectus of a projected 
magazine for the " Kingdom of Kerry." It proposes to be purely 
literary, historical, and antiquarian, and has the good wishes of all 
for its success. 

It was announced that the good people of Cork were bestirring 
themselves to obtain casts of the ancient crosses which adorned the 
National Exhibition last summer, for the Museum of the Royal Cork 
Institution. Comprising, as these casts do, several from the county 
of Kilkenny, this Society must feel deeply interested in the success 
of the movement. 

Mr. Graves read a letter from the Secretary of the recently 
formed but flourishing Surrey Archaeological Society, asking to 
enter into friendly relations with the Kilkenny Society. It was unani- 
mously resolved that this flattering proposal should be accepted. 

The Chairman said, that as the abortive scheme of a canal to 
connect Kilkenny with the tidal waters of the Nore was now nearly 
one hundred years old, it might be held in some sort as an antiquity. 
It must, indeed, at all times be an object of interest to Kilkenny 
people; he would therefore proceed to read to the meeting some 
extracts bearing on the subject, which he had made from the original 
books of the corporation in his custody. The extracts were as 
follow : — 

At an assembly of the Mayor and Citizens of the City of Kilkenny, held 
at the new Tholsel, the 1st day of February, 1755, William Evans Morres, 
Esq., Mayor. Whereas the City of Kilkenny and County of Kilkenny are 
making application to the Trustees for putting in execution the Tillage 
and Inland Navigation Act of Parliament, in order to have the river 
Nore made navigable to this city. Ordered that the City Seal be put to 
a memorial addressed to said Trustees for that purpose ; and whereas the 
present Mayor has got said river surveyed, and a mapp of the same affixed 
to said memorial, and has been, and must be, at sundry expences in rela- 
tion to said application, — Ordered, therefore, that the said Mayor be, and 
shall be, repaid by this Corporation the expense of said survey, and such 
other expences as he has or shall be at in relation to said application. 
And whereas a principle objection to making said river navigable may be, 
that the trade of said city on said river will for some years be so small 
that the duty on boats passing and repassing will not be sufficient to de- 
fray the expence of keeping the locks and other works in repair. It is 
therefore unanimously resolved that in case the said navigation takes effect, 
that this City will for seven years, from the time the same shall be finished, 
pay to the said Trustees towards keeping the same in repair, the yearly 
sum of Thirty Pounds out of the customs of said City, provided the dutys 
payable by boats navigating said river fall so much short of keeping the 
same in repair. 

At an assembly of the Mayor and Citizens held at the New Tholsel, the 
29th day of June, 1758, James Percival, Esq., Mayor. — Whereas a navi- 
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gation is now carrying on from this City to the towns of Ennisteage, Ross, 
and Waterford, which is in great forwardness, and likely to effect, and 
will apparently be of great advantage to, and increase trade and promote 
manufacture in this City, We therefore, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citi- 
zens of said City, in Council assembled, having maturely considered of the 
best method in our power to induce persons of substance and knowledge 
in trade and manufactures, to come and reside in said City and Liberty s 
thereof. And whereas, the people called Quakers and other Protestant 
dissenters have heretofore met with some discouragement to their settling 
in said City and Liberty thereof, which we are resolved and determined to 
remove as far as in us lyes, and to give all due encouragement and pro- 
tection to such Quaker and Protestant dissenters as are inclined to come 
and settle in said city or liber tys thereof, and will grant them proper 
and convenient ground to build Meeting Houses on, rent free, and for their 
grave-yards also; and it appearing to us that the granting a freedom of 
trade in this City, will be a great encouragement to such persons to come 
and reside among us and carry on several trades and manufactures hitherto 
neglected. It is unanimously resolved and determined that this Board 
will for the future grant the freedom of trade in this City to all such per- 
sons who shall come and reside and carry on trade and promote the manu- 
factures thereof, on their applying to this Board for the same. 

At an assembly of the Mayor and Citizens held at the new Tholsel, the 
12th day of October, 1759, present Charles Gore, Esq., Mayor. — Ordered 
that William Ockenden, Esq., Engineer for conducting the Navigation 
now carrying on from this City to Ennisteague, be presented with his 
Freedom of this City, and that the said freedom, together with the thanks 
of this Corporation for the great skill he has shown, and the care and dis- 
patch he has made use of in carrying on the said work, and for his great 
moderation in expending the publick money thereon, be presented in a 
gold box, as a testimony of our approbation of his conduct in a work 
which, when finished, will be of the highest utility to this City in parti- 
cular, and to this part of the Kingdom in general ; and that Sir William 
Evans Morres, out of the sum of £30 now in his hands, do bespeake and 
pay for same. 

Mr. Dunlevy, Dingle, forwarded a tracing of the inscribed stone 
alluded to in the report of the November meeting. This tracing 
the Secretary said he had submitted to Dr. O'Donovan, who in- 
formed him that it commenced with the words TTlac cu t)paca; but 
that it would be necessary to examine the stone itself in order to 
decipher the remainder, or form an opinion as to the antiquity of the 
inscription. 

Mr. Graves said he had received most interesting communica- 
tions from Mr. Richardson Smith, descriptive of renewed diggings in 
the Pagan cemetery on Ballon Hill. Mr. Smith had recently found 
several urns in addition to those discovered last summer. One of 
the recent finds was a more splendid specimen of ancient fictile art 
than any yet lighted on. 

The Secretary stated that he had received a communication from 
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Mr. Dunne, bearing on the question of the extent of the district of 
Sliabh Dile, the ancient name of Sliabh-na-m-ban. Mr. Dunne had 
taken down from the lips of old inhabitants of Killamory the Irish 
names of the " Gaps of Sliabh Dile" as follows: — 

Seact) beqpnuigce Sliab Dfle. 



1. bearma Choill a meala. 

2. beapna Cill-Chaipe. 

3. bearma Rdc Cldpip. 

4. bearma an-c-Sacpanaig. 



5. bearma na gaoi ce. 

6. beapna bpeac. 

7. bearma na Coille I6ice. 



1. Bearna Choill a mheala is among the hills of Sliabh-na-m-ban, on the 
Clonmel side, and bears some affinity to the Irish name of said city, for 
Cluain meala (Clon-mel) means the glade or open plain of honey, while 
Coill a mheala signifies the wood of honey. 

2. Bearna Cill- Chaise, " the Gap of Kilcash," is at the foot or among 
the southern declivities of the mountain. 

3. Bearna Rath Claris is two or three miles south of Nine-mile-house. 
The ancient road, which may be still traced along Killamory Hill, passed 
through this gap, where there are vestiges of it still to be seen. 

4. Bearna an-t-Sacsanaigh, about twb miles from Windgap, on the 
direct road from thence to Templeorum. 

5. Bearna na Gaoithe, or Windgap. 

6. Bearna Bhreac is on some part of Drom dearg, Killamory Hill. 

7. Bearna na Coille leithe, from Bearna, a gap ; Coille the genitive of 
Coill, a wood; and leithe the genitive of liac, liath, gray. This gap is the 
great dingle or open between the hills at Nine-mile-house. The latter is 
quite a modern name; the ancient name was Cill-cuilmn, Cill-cuilinn, 
u the church of holly." 

The following important numismatic paper was then submitted 
to the meeting. 



ON THE ORMONDE MONEY. 

BY AQUILLA SMITH, ESQ., M. D., M.R.I. A. 

During the troubled reign of Charles I. a large amount of silver 
money, of different types, was issued in Ireland. 

It is not my intention, however, to enter into any inquiry, on 
the present occasion, respecting the events which gave rise to the 
want of regal money at that period ; or to notice any of the types 
alluded to, except those of the Ormonde money, of which I purpose 
to give a more particular account than has been published up to the 
present time. 



